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School keeps curriculum on  
track with Carbonite Server

The Danville Area School District’s curriculum has evolved to meet technology 
needs for the tech-focused world students graduate into. For Jeffrey Ryan, the 
Director of IT at the rural Pennsylvania school district, every IT decision focuses 
on improving students’ learning environments. 

Ryan’s team provides Chromebooks to every student from first to 12th grade and 
supports over 300 staff members’ IT needs. “We’re very cautious about how we 
spend money on technology and make sure it matches our curriculum goals,” 
says Ryan. 

Data backup is one of the core IT needs for schools. At Danville, most student 
work is stored in the Google Cloud. But some students create more  
resource-intensive files, like AutoCAD or Adobe files, in the school’s more 
advanced computer lab, and those files are stored on local physical and virtual 
servers. Teachers also rely on shared lesson plans and other documents stored 
on Windows File, SQL and Exchange servers. Losing any of these critical files 
would directly impact student achievement.

As a rural school district, Danville has been historically limited by slow, expensive 
internet service, which reduced its data backup and replication options. That 
changed recently, when a new local internet provider arrived to offer higher 
speeds at an affordable price. 

Carbonite’s company history gives 
us peace of mind — the company is 
reliable, and I know it will be around 
for years to come.
Jeffrey Ryan
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“I knew we had to reassess our backup strategy once we 
got the bandwidth to store, and retrieve, data offsite in the 
cloud,” says Ryan, who wanted to bring some of his business 
background to bear on the school’s IT setup and better 
prepare for the state audits that come every few years.

The Danville IT team now backs up 2 TBs of the school’s 
most critical data using Carbonite Server, configured to save 
backups both locally and in Carbonite’s cloud. And Ryan 
predicts the school’s storage will increase substantially when 
he moves to VMware Servers in the coming year and takes 
advantage of Carbonite Server’s VM capabilities. 

“With Carbonite, we were up and running fast and scheduled 
our initial seeding around the school day. Now our backups 
run every night, in about 60 minutes.” Ryan decided on 
Carbonite over other options because of how easy Carbonite 
Server is to use and how well-established Carbonite’s 

backup brand is. “Carbonite’s company history gives us 
peace of mind — the company is reliable, and I know it will 
be around for years to come.” 

Now Ryan and his team are confident that they will be 
able to get teachers and students back to school as usual, 
whenever technology issues arise. “We just had a group 
of teachers lose a shared curriculum map that they spent 
a lot of time working on. Using a recent backup, we were 
able to restore all of their data, so they didn’t have to start 
over again,” says Ryan. “We need to make sure technology 
issues don’t disrupt classroom time. Because for us, student 
education is our top priority.”


